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which show indisputable evidences of a prolonged
period of occupation by a large population.
Long before the coming of Cortex, the Mayan
Empire or "Empire of Xib'alba" had ceased to exist
as an entity., and the Mayan civilization was at an
end* The surviving Mayas were scattered, and the
people were divided into numerous tribal or feudal
states* They had little definite knowledge of their
ancestors, and the Aztecs had little more than myths
regarding the race they had once conquered,, who had
left such stupendous, imperishable works buried in
the jungles of Yucatan and Central America.
But with the passing of years, and the slow, pains-
taking studies of innumerable scientists, something
has been learned of the Mayas' past history. We
know, from decipherable inscriptions and from the
remains, that the Mayas readied great heights during
their first or Old Empire; that they attained even
greater heights during their New Empire; that they
were conquered or at least brought under the domin-
ance and the influence of the Mexicans, and that dur-
ing the later periods of their existence, the Mayas*
arts, beliefs, customs arid mythology showed the
Aztec or Nahua influences very strongly. Hence
the purest Mayan works are those which existed
prior to the Aztec conquest.
We also know that the Mayas were distinct from
the Mexicans or any other known American tribe,
although unquestionably Indians. In their build-
ings, monuments, arts, religion and other respects
they differed somewhat from any known prehistoric
race, although certain details and features of this
culture were strikingly like those of a still more